Introduction to Lightburn Software

One of the best ways to learn to use Lightburn is to use it. This guide will provide you with the
basic functions to use the Lightburn software at TinkerMill. A more detailed guide can be
viewed on the Lightburn Web Page:
https://docs.lightburnsoftware.com/Iatest/GetStarted/FirstProject/
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Making something that goes onto a keychain is a very simple thing that you can make for
yourself or as a gift for your friends. It can be as simple as engraving your or your friend’s name

on it, or engraving an image on it. To make this item, you will be using the tools on the left side
of the screen.

O Your Name Here



https://docs.lightburnsoftware.com/latest/GetStarted/FirstProject/

Steps to make keychain item.

2 <untitied> - Ruida (Beginner Mode) - 1- Click the mouse on the ‘New’ icon at the top. This

File Edit Tools Armange Laser Tools will give you a new workspace for your design.
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[N Ly 2. Left click on the circle icon in the tools bar on the left. The icon will turn
257
7 red when selected to show it is active. The Rectangle and Polygon tools can be
' 03 used if desired and operate the same way as the circle tool.
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e 3. Left click and drag the mouse anywhere on
/’/ ‘ the workspace. Holding shift while dragging will
{ make a perfect circle starting where you clicked
S the mouse. Holding cntl while dragging will start

the shape in the center.

4. Repeat step 3 and draw a smaller circle for
the chain hole.
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Howver or click a button to see how the alignment changes.
The last item selected will be the one the others align to.

o 5. Left click on the Arrow icon on the left and then drag a box around both
objects to select both. You will see the lines of both objects are moving and are
,5 dashes instead of solid. This is an indication that the objects are selected.

6. Left click on the alignment helper at the top
and align the 2 objects in the center.

7. Left click outside the selected objects and
then left click on the small circle. Use the left
and right keyboard keys to move the small circle
to the left where you want.

8. Repeat step 5 to again select both objects.
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9. Left Click on the Group icon to combine the two

ok L BA IR D objects as one layer. Left click on the Blue box at the

RS

Sor+D000ON

Help

Font! Arial Rlack

bottom left to assign the group to the blue layer.

10. Left click on the text tool icon and the black box at the lower left. Then
left click inside the object on the screen. Type a name to engrave on the tag.
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11. Atthe top select a font for
the engrave.

Repeat step 5 so the name and the

object are selected.
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Hover or click a button to see how the alignment changes.
The last item selected will be the one the others align to.
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13. Repeat step 6 and select align center then
Ok.
14.  Left click off design and then left click on

name to select it.

15. While holding cntl, left click and drag on the
gray box in the lower right corner to resize the text to
fit as desired within the item.

16.
change the second line mode setting to ‘Fill’. This is

In the Cuts \ Layers window on the right,

the engrave code for name and fills the design with
the layer color.



17.  Asageneral rule, the engrave process
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should be the first layer performed. This is
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# layer Mode  SpdfPwr  Output Show Air changed in step 16 and then click on the * icon on

CO0 ey Fill ~ 1000/200 =0 0 0 . .

cot Bl Line v 1000/200 @ @ ©o the rlght of the window.

-

18. Next, you need to determine what material to use to cut your design. Laser Cutter
Settings contains a list of materials with corresponding speed and power settings for
cutting and engraving. For example, you choose 3mm (1/8”) birch plywood for your
project. Looking that up in the list, you find for engraving on this material, speed = 300
and power = 11-12. For cutting, speed = 15 and power = 70.

19. To enter these values, repeat step 14 and
then enter the corresponding values for engrave
in the lower right of the Cuts \ Layers window.

Layer Color - Speed . \ | 300.00 %

Pass Count 1 5| Power Max | vy 12.00
Interval (mm) | 0.100 5| Power Min (%) 11}00
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| 20. Left click the mouse to select the oval and

ayer color [l se<=% 52| 15.0072]| circle group. This highlights the cut group so you
Pass Count Power Miat%e) [ 70100 2| | can enter the cut values from step 18. Note: set

Interval (mm) | 0.100 5| Power Min (%) 20.00 Max power to power setl'ing and Min power to
about 20% of Max. This allows the cutter the
ability to cut the power level when cutting in the corners to avoid burning the material.

21. Repeat step 5 to select the whole design. You will now resize the design to the desired
size. For this keychain item project, you should have it about 3” wide. At the top, click on
the lock icon to set it to locked and then enter 3 in the width column. If mm is indicated,
change the selector to ‘in’ before changing the width. With the aspect ratio locked, the
height is automatically changed with the width.


https://wiki.tinkermill.org/index.php/Laser_Cutter_Settings
https://wiki.tinkermill.org/index.php/Laser_Cutter_Settings

Language Hel 22. Preview the job. Click on the screen icon.
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- Then click on play to see how the job will cut.
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7 <untitied> - Ruida (Beginner Mode) -  23-  You are now ready to save the project and/or send

File Edit Tools Amange Laser Tools it to the cutter. Save the file as you would any file for your
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drive. Next, click on send in the Laser window in the lower

XPos|15.1887 fwjjin Width 219306 right. Accept and overwrite the suggested name. This will
YPos|11.6427 5|in  — HEight 9.4166 g

send the design to the cutter and you are ready to see the

Nl ()89 16 31 47 results of your design project.
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